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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibata (US 2001/0004269) in view of Matsumoto (US 2003/0228847). 

Claim 1, Shibata teaches, in Figs. 1-5, a portable terminal, comprising: 

• first rotation means (axis 31 ) that supports a lid and a main body pivotally 
(paragraphs 0202-0203); 

• image taking means (lens 33 for a digital camera) whose optical axis has the same 
orientation as the rotation axis of the first rotation means (paragraphs 0203-0204); 

• display means (monitor 21 ), provided on the lid, for displaying images taken by the 
image taking means (paragraph 0217); 
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• second rotation means (axis 32) that supports the lid pivotally with respect to the 
main body about an axis perpendicular to the axis of the first rotation means 
(paragraph 0203); and 

• detection means (sensor 55) that measures the rotation angle of the first rotation 
means (paragraph 0243-0247); 

but is silent regarding: 

• display control means that rotates the image taken by the image taking means 
according to the rotation angle measured by the detection means and displays the 
image in the display means. 

Mastumoto teaches a display control means that rotates the image taken by the image 
taking means according to the rotation angle measured by the detection means and 
displays the image in the display means (When the display section is rotated 180 
degrees or more, the display section is automatically switched from the first display 
state to the second display state by the control section; paragraph 0042). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have used the display control of Matsumoto with the 
portable terminal of Shibata in order to improve the operationality of the portable 
communication device for taking a picture by the camera. (See paragraph 0014 of 
Mastumoto.) 

Claim 2, Shibata teaches, in Figs. 1-5, a portable terminal, comprising: 

• first rotation means (axis 31) that supports a lid and a main body pivotally; 
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• image taking means (lens 33 for digital camera) whose optical axis has the same 
orientation as the rotation axis of the first rotation means (paragraph 0202-0203); 

• display means, provided on the lid, for displaying images taken by the image taking 
means; 

• second rotation means (axis 32) that supports the lid pivotally with respect to the 
main body about an axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of the first rotation means 
(paragraph 0203); 

but is silent regarding: 

• linking means that rotates the image taking means in response to the rotation of the 
lid and the main body via the first rotation means. 

Mastumoto teaches linking means that rotates the image taking means in response to 
the rotation of the lid and the main body via a rotation means (paragraph 0042). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have used the control section of Matsumoto with the 
portable terminal of Shibata to rotate the image according to the state of the rotating 
means for the user to review the image captured. (See paragraph 0014.) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHIA-WEI A. CHEN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 
17:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chia-Wei A Chen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
08/21/2008 

/Ngoc-Yen T. VU/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



